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The  Pathological  Laboratory, 


University  of  Toronto, 


March  20th  1915 


The  President  of  the 

University  of  Toronto. 

Dear  Sir, 

Enclosed  I  beg  to  lay  before  you  copies  of  three  letters:- 

(1)  Written  by  me  to  Dr.  Fitzgerald  on  Feb.  3rd. 

I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  last  paragraph 

as  stating  my  position  in  seeking  the  interview  of  Jany.26th  referred 
to  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  said  letter. 

(2)  Written  by  me  to  Dr.  Fitzgerald  on  the  15th  inst. 

This  letter,!  think,  requires  no  comment. 

(3)  Written  by  Dr .Fitzgerald  to  me  on  the  16th  inst. 

This  letter  also  needs  no  comment. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  lay  this  matter  before  you, but 
'  I  do  so  for  two  reasons: -firstly , my  appointments  as  Chemist  to, and 
afterwards  as  Assistant  Director  of  the  Antitoxin  Laboratories  were 

made  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  the  University^  am  informed  of 

* 

ray  dismissal  before  the  expiration  of  my  contract  time  ,not  by  the 

Board  of  Governors  but  by  Dr .Fitzgerald  i  and  secondly  my  professional 
honour  is  at  stake  and  I  must  ask  for  a  chance  to  vindicate  myself. 


Yours  very  truly. 


I  am. 


February  3rd,  1915 • 


Dr#  J#  G,  Pitagrorald, 

Department  of  Hyg-iono,  Univei'aity  of  Toronto# 
Dear  Dr.  Fltagorald;- 


It  wtis  obvioiia  In  our  conver- 


oution  on  'Tuesday  loot  (Janua.ry  26th}  that  you  took 
a  wron^  view  of  trluit  I  oald  and  regarded  my  words  in 
the  ligh'  "  ‘  you  up.  As  I  explained 


to  you  thenj  thcro  was  no  intention  of  a  throat, and 
rmot  soo  that  there  could  have  been  non©  as  it  is 
porfootly  obtrloos  that  v?ith  your  prosent  laethode  tniy 
comoroial  untle3rtaii:iiig  in  t]:o  px'oparfitlon  of  antitoxin 
cannot  ooTopote  t^ith  the  Uiiive-rsity  and  at  t)i0  aeimo  tlmo 
oxpoct  to  na]j;o  a  financial  ouccos  >  of  tho  concern. 


A  week  has  gono  by  sinoo  our  intorviou  and 


as  I  havo  hoard  nothing  further  from  you  I  can  but 
oonoludo  that  you  aro  ©till  taking  tho  same  attitude. 

I  am  therefore  ©endiiig  this  statomont  to  you  as  a  moans 
of  vindicating  rny  ch.ax*actor  a©  it  ic  oo  easy  for  a 
person  T/ho  is  in  an  excited  and  angry  state  of  mind 


to  get  terc  T.*rong  inpresuion  and  to  nahe  ueo  of  It. 


Pobruary  Srd.  1915# 


Dr.  J.  G.  Pitsf^orr.IcL  - - 

I  mod  hai'dly  polat  oat  tliat  u  fov? 
rniiratcs  coiicidoratioa  v/ould  have  ehown  you  that 
had  I  hoon  guilty  of  the  dishoaourablo  conduct 
you  Ifnnliod  I  should  hardly  Ixavo  uttonpted  to  hold 
you  up  so  fax-  r^lioad# 

I  again  roitorato  that  rny  deciro  ‘..'as  to 
aocortaln  attitude  of  tlic  Uni  vox's  Ity  if  I  hocame 
asooei  -tod  rrith  ooraraerc5.al  xaxdortaking  of  the 
hind  on  e  tonalnation  of  isy  aijpointmont  v/ith  the 
UnlvQcsity,  as  I  understand  frora  what  you  said  that 
the  DopHX'traont  Is  eonsidoring  the  appointraont  of 
somo  one  else  at  a  cheaper  rate  of  romunorotion* 


Yours  truly. 


ADDRESS  REPLY  TO 


Prof.  J.  J.  Mackenzie 


University  of  Toronto 


;areh.l5th  1915. 


doar  Dr  i^itzgOiralcT, 

On  Jany.  £Cth,T;kile  in  an  and  excited  state  of 

mind, you  made  certain  implications  a^inst  my  honour  and  on  thesi 
grounds  you  stated  that  you  ’.7oiild  not  have  me  vrorkijig  again  in 
the  -'-ntitoxln  Laboratories. 


reference 


letter  of  Jeb.i5rd,nor  have  you  notified  me  TThother  your  statod 
intention  of  roloasing  me  from  niy  obligations  to  your  department 
for  tho  rest  of  ray  contract  tiroe  iTan  serious  or  otherwise. 


Luring  tho  course  of  this  wook  I  ^3hall  have  satisfied  tfeg 


de.manis  of  tho  I.osoarch  Conriitteo  V7ith  regard  to  the  time  owning 
them, and  as  1  desire  to  make  arraiigenicnto  for  the  apportionirig  of 
m.v-  time  from  nor;  onwords  I  miist  ask  you  for  a  definite  statement 
of  your  intentions. 


I  en 


COPY: 


University  of  Toronto, 


Department  of  Hygiene, 

Toronto,  Canada. 

16  March,  1915. 

Dr.  A.  Homer, 

Department  of  Pathology  &  Bacteriology, 

University  of  Toronto. 

My  dear  Doctor  Homer 

Your  letter  of  March  15th  received. 

Your  further  services  will  not  he  required  hy  the  Anti¬ 
toxin  Laboratory.  You  have  given  this  laboratory  approximately 
three  and  one  half  months  time,'  by  April  1st  you  will  have  given 

the  Research  Committee  the  same  length  of  service.  You  would 

events  , 

have  therefore,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  ,  five  months 

more  to  complete  your  year.  Of  this  time  two  and  one  half  months 
services  would  be  rendered  this  laboratory.  As  I  have  already 
stated  however  your  farther  services  will  not  be  required.  You 
will  receive  your  stipend  for  half  time  services  as  already 
stipulated  until  August  31st  1915,  when  your  contract  with  this 
laboratory  terminates. 

Yours  truly. 


(Sgd.)  J.G. FITZGERALD 


Departmenjf  of  Pathological  Chemistry. 


March  20th  1915. 


Dr.  Fitzgerald, 

My  dear  Sir, 

I  heg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
16th  inst.  in  which  you  state  that  my  services  are  no  longer 
required  hy  the  Antitoxin  Laboratories. 


I  wish  to  point  out  to  you  that  my  contract  was  with 


the  Board  of  Governors  of  this  University  and  notice  of  my  dismiss¬ 
al  from  the  Antitoxin  Laboratories  before  the  expiration  of  my 
contract  time  must  come  from  those  who  appointed  me. 


I  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  President 


Yours  truly. 


Pathological  Laboratory, 


University  of  Toronto, 

March  30th,  1915. 


The  President, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
Jlarch  27th  which  reached  me  yesterday. 

Prom  the  text  of  your  letter  it  is  evident  that  you 
do  not  realize  the  seriousness  of  the  bearing  of  the  present 
situation  on  my  future  career,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I 
am  unable  to  accept,  without  protest,  the  form  in  which  my 
dismissal  from  the  Antitoxin  Laboratories  has  been  expressed. 

My  summary  dismissal  before  the  expiration  of  my 
contract  can  only  be  described  as  unjust  and  discourteous,  and 
the  reasons  given  by  Dr.  Fitzgerald  to  you,  and  accepted  on  your 
recommendation  by  the  Board  of  Governors,  are}^either  a^true 
representation  of  the  state  of  affairs,  nor  are  they  in^ accord¬ 
ance  with  the  facts  of  the  case. 

Prom  the  time  of  my  arrival  in  this  city  in  September 
until  December  18th  my  whole  time  was  spent  with  the  Department 
of  Hygiene,  since  then  I  have  been  employed  in  Research  Work 
and  have  not  had  any  duties*  to  fulfil  in  connexion  with  the 
antitoxin  work. 

An  examination  of  the  records  of  the  laboratory  will 
bear  evidence  as  to  whether  my  methods  and  attitude  were  detrimental 
to  the  progress  of  the  work. 


The  President,  (2) 


During  my  time  with  the  Department  of  Hygiene, 

Dr.  Fitzgerald  expressed  satisfaction  with  the  way  in  which  I  was 
conducting  the  work,  and  also  with  the  results  achieved  both  as 
regards  quantity  and  quality  of  the  output,  and  he  also  stated 
his  satisfaction  when  I  was  able  to  hand  to  him,  prior  to  my 
leaving  the  laboratory  to  do  research  work,  a  supply  of  antitoxin 
which  he  considered  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
laboratory  for  two  months  ahead. 

Up  to  the  time  of  my  departure  (December  18th) ,  with 
the  approbation  of  Dr.  Fitzgerald,  I  was  conducting  the  work,  in 
the  main  essentials,  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  him.  Since  then 
Dr.  Fitzgerald  may  have  made  radical  changes  in  the  way  in  which 
he  intends  to  conduct  the  production  of  antitoxins:  if  he  has  done 
so,  no  indication  has  been  given  me  of  the  new  methods  he  proposes 
to  adopt,  or  of  how  they  compare  with  those  used  before  Christmas, 
with  which  he  expressed  satisfaction,  and  which  I  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  his  wishes. 

Whatever  the  new  methods  are  it  would  have  been  my 
duty,  so  long  as  I  remained  Assistant  Director  of  the  Antitoxin 
Laboratories,  to  adopt  them;  as  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not 
even  know  what  they  are. 

I  trust  that  I  have  made  it  evident  that  the  reasons 
given  in  your  letter  do  not ' adequately  meet  the  facts  of  the  case. 

But  besides  the  evidence  of  the  laboratory  records  in 
my  favour,  there  is  the  evidence  of  the  letters  which  are  already 
in  your  possession.  An  examination  of  their  contents  will  show 
that  I  was  threatened  with  dismissal  on  the  evening  of  January  26th, 


The  President,  (3) 


not  on  the  grounds  of  my  methods  of  work,  hut  on  the  charge  of 
dishonour able  conduct. 

My  dismissal  has  been  obtained  but  not  on  the  grounds 
for  which  it  was  threatened,  and  the  reasons  that  have  been  given 
for  my  removal  do  not  represent  a  just  view  of  the  situation. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  am  obliged  to  write  to  you 
thus,  but  my  record  and  my  testimonials,  up  to  the  present,  have 
been  good,  and  I  cannot  afford  to  allow  any  such  incident  as  this 
to  mar  my  future. 

I  am. 


Yours  sincerely, 


Department  of  Pathological  Chemistry 

University  of  Toronto. 

March  31st  1915# 


The  President  of  the  University, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  have  returned  to  Dr  Pitzgerald  the  key  of  the 
Antitoxin  Laboratory  which  I  held  during  the  tenure  of  my  office 
as  Assistant  Director. 


In  your  letter  of  Marsh  27th  you  mention  that  Dr 


Pitzgerald  requires  my  room  at  once  for  Tetanus  work. Does  Dr  Fitz¬ 
gerald  refer  to  the  room  kindly  assigned  to  me  by  Professor 
Macallum  for  my  own  private  use  as  a  Research  room  and  an  office? 


Out  of  consideration  for  me  and  so  that  I  might  be 


as  near  the  Antitoxin  Laboratories  as  possible  Professor  Macallum 
made  arrangements  for  me  to  have  one  of  the  rooms  on  the  ground 
floor  and  in  the  Uorth  wing  of  the  Medical  building.  I  understood 
that  I  could  have  the  room  for  the  current  year  as  there  was  no 
one  #ith  a  prior^  clai^ by  virtue  of  their  connexion  with  the  teach 
ing  work  of  his  department^to  the  room. 

Of  course,  if  Professor  Macallum  has  made  other 
arrangements  for  the  tenancy  of  the  room  ,I  will  move  my  furniture 
books  and  research  mat  BBialSy^  where  ever  he  wishes  me  togo. 

Up  to  the  present  I  have  been  using  a  desk  which  is 
the  property  of  the  Department  of  Hygiene  :  the  desk  shall  be  empt¬ 
ied  of  its  contents  and  returned  to  them  during  the  course  of  the 
week  end. 


I  am 


Yours  sincerely,' 


April  7th  1915. 


The  President, 

Dear  Sir, 

I  understand  that  you  wish  me  to  return  to  you 

the  original  of  your  letter  of  March  27th  and  to  destroy  any 

copies  of  the  letter  that  have  been  made  • 

acted 

I  have  as  requested. 

As  I  am  no  longer  engaged  upon  offical  work  in  the 
Medical  Building  I  am  informing  Dr  Macallhm  that, if  it  will  con¬ 
venience  him  in  any  way  for  me  to  give  up  my  room  at  once  instead 

make 

of  at  the  end  of  the  year,  I  will  be  pleased  to  eh>«’e-o-  arrangements 
for  the  packing  and  removal  of  my  goods  as  expeditiously  as 
possible  after  being  notified  of  his  desires  on  the  subject. 


Thanking  you  for  your  courteous  consideration 


in  this  matter. 


I  am  , 


Yours  very  truly 


'•i^'  - 


..■•'t  r.jj-  •'^-■f*  -•v»'*-*tynjf».‘t»*'^« 


April  ftth,t  I9l5 


Vise  Au’  Hoirer., 

Fatihological  Building, 

University  of  Toronto* 

Dear  Vies  HorreP: 

I  have  destroyed  both  the  original  of  t,he  letter 
that  T  pent  tc  you  or  Varch  27  and  the  cocy  that  I  had  kept  1r.  rry 
office.  I  hoce  that  this  will  see  the  end  of  the  incident,  • 

With  kina  regards;,  I  ar, 

Ycura  sincejrely, 


president,' 


/ 
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d~~7ino^ 


April  22na,^  I9l5 


ViRs  PofT'^r, 

On  1  varsity  of  Toronto* 

Dear  Vis?  Hotrei"; 

Vour  aoDOlntnort  is  as  you  ray  until  the  first,  of 
3''ut'-"i;Tber,,  but  the  twolvo  rronths  is  sunooss:?  to  include  h  irorth’s 
hoi  nay,  I  nav^a  suOKan  to  professor  .j*  VacKen/ie,  ana  ne  agrees 
witft  tn  tnat  jf  you  wiss  to  t,a>?e  your  noHlay  in  August  you  could 
cc!Tclele  your  work  nere  at  th**  eel  of  July, 

I  a  IT , 

Yours  sincerely,. 
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